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students are tech savvy

+
grading takes time

=
create automatically graded tests
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Blackboard is your friend!
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1. Create questions here

2. Combine questions 
into a test here
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Calculated Formula

Calculated Numeric

Either / Or

Essay

File Response

Fill in Multiple Blanks

Fill in the Blank

Hot Spot

Jumbled Sentence

Matching

Multiple Answer

Multiple Choice

Opinion Scale / Likert

Ordering

Quiz Bowl

Short Answer

True / False

Available Question Types
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BLACKBOARD TESTS

Cons:

 Students need a charged computer & Wi-Fi.

 Takes time to set up, but takes only 1 semester.
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BLACKBOARD TESTS
Pros (for instructor):

 Environmentally friendly: No more paper wasted.
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BLACKBOARD TESTS
Pros (for instructor):

 Environmentally friendly: No more paper wasted.

 No more grading.

 Minimize cheating: Can create many versions.

E.g., 10 problems  10 versions each = 100 different versions!

 50 students? 100? 200? Not a problem! Classes are scalable.

 You design your own questions (& uncover your hidden artistic talent).

 Happy students  Higher evaluations  Happy life!
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BLACKBOARD TESTS
Pros (for students):

 Immediate feedback!
 Visual, fun, interactive.
 Mac or PC.
 Grading is objective / uniform.
 Lots of practice due to multiple attempts.
 Save $$$: no more Connect, MyFinanceLab, CengageBrain, etc.
 No more paper exams lost & never found.
 All materials are found in one place: Blackboard.
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Here are examples from my recent homeworks.
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987654321
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Question type: 
“True / False”
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Question type: 
“Multiple Answer”

is a variation of Multiple Choice but multiple 
selections are required for full credit
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Question type: 
“Fill in Multiple Blanks”

fill in numbers, words, or phrases
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Click to open Excel file:

10.573
0.724
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Question type: 
“Calculated Formula”

Blackboard computes correct answer 
following a given formula
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These 3 
numbers are 
randomly 
generated
(e.g., 100 different 
combinations)

Full credit if within ±5% of 
correct value

Partial credit if within ±30% 75879.01 FORMULA:   A + B * C

A
B

C
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Question type: 
“Jumbled Sentence”

is a variation of Multiple Choice
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www link

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/report-cards/2018/house/ideology
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/report-cards/2018/house/ideology
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Question type: 
“Hot Spot”

correct answer is a point on a map / image
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Question type: 
“File Upload”

require students to upload a file 
(e.g., Excel file with work; Word file with essay)
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Question type: 
“Essay”

students must write an essay inside a box
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Please describe 10 things that you like about Cal Poly.

1. I love Cal Poly because the weather is great and it’s always sunny!
2. I love Cal Poly because my professors teach really well.
3. I love Cal Poly because I can go surfing on weekends.
4. I love Cal Poly because I am studying finance and when I graduate I will 

become an investment banker and make a ton of money.
…

10. OMG, I just luuuuv Cal Poly cuz it’s, like, so totally AWESOME !! LOL :-)
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